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a safer a er relationship with our competitors.

At the same time, the relaxation of tensions can be
implemented only on the basis of mutual concessions

within the context of an American defense that is second

to none. We wi]l safeguard and advance our vital interests

and security. 74~ M::/,;\ e /Jdcf;g;_g_,;,) fwz’ /AM Z;Z_A,quﬁ /

o5

As we commemorate the 200th anniversary of our revolu-
tion, more and more Americans are mindful of their bi-
national heritage. In this regard, I was especially pleased
to learn that your community is preparing for a worldwide
Estonian Festival in conjunction with our Bicentennial.

Your contributions to this nation are recognized and
appreciated. I know you will continue to enrich our
country's heritage with your art, your architecture,
your music and the individual contributions of your many
talented individuals.

I commend you for your continued contributions to our
national legacy, to our durable system of representative
government. Today, I salute you for your struggle on
behalf of all human freedom.
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FOREIGN RELATIONS

-~ Qverview --

In his August 1974 speech before a joint session of Con-
gress, President Ford expressed his belief that a success-
ful foreign policy has to rest on a strong national defense,
one able to command respect from adversaries and to provide
leadership to friends:

"A strong defense is the surest way to peace.
Strength makes detente attainable. Weakness invites
war..."

Since taking office, President Ford has continued to add to
the record of leadership in foreign affairs and in maintain-
ing a strong national defense that he built in his 25 years
in the Congress. As President, he has pursued a realistic
foreign policy, reaching to all areas of the globe in his
efforts to strengthen allies and to minimize the danger of
needless confrontation between ourselves and such countries
as the Soviet Union.

...Detente literally means 'easing' or 'relaxing' but
definitely not -- and T emphasize not -- the relaxing
of diligence or easing of effort. Rather, it means
movement away from the constant crisis and dangerous
confrontations that have characterized relations with
the Soviet Union...It represents our best efforts to
cool the cold war, which on occasion became much too
hot for comfort...To me, detente means a fervent de-
sire for peace - - but not peace at any price. It
means the preservation of fundamental American prin-
ciples, not their sacrifice. It means maintaining the
strength to command respect from our adversaries and
provide leadership to our friemds -- not letting down
our guard or dismantling our defenses or neglecting
our allies. Tt means peaceful rivalry between politi-
cal and economic systems -- not the curbing of our
competitive efforts."

And in strengthening the basis of cooperation with the Soviet
Union, President Ford, in the short time he has been in of-
fice, has been able to:

The President Ford Committee, Howard H, Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moont, Treasurer. 4 copy ol our
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* Bring our two countries towards the completion of a
reliable strategic arms limitation agreement, ac-
cording to the principles of strict equality that
were agreed on in a breakthrough at Vladivostok in
November 1974 -- an agreement that will ultimately
limit the strategic arms buildups of both sides for
a 10-year period; and to

* Achieve a long-term grain agreement with the Soviet
Union, that is good for American farmers, that will
minimize the impact on food prices for American con-
sumers, benefitingU.S.-Soviet relations on a two-
way basis.

In the Middle East, President Ford has seized an historic
opportunity to help the area move towards a secure, just and
comprehensive peace settlement. During the Spring of 1975,
the President held an extensive series of meetings with im-
portant leaders in the area, including Egyptian President
Sadat, Israeli Prime Minister Rabin, Jordan's King Hussein,
Syrian Deputy Prime Minister Khaddam and others. Shortly
thereafter, in early September, a second, interim agreement
was reached between Israel and Egypt. This agreement reaf-
firmed and strengthened the ceasefire, widened the buffer
zone, and committed both sides to settle the Middle East
conflict by peaceful means, refraining from use of force.
For the first time in years, the Suez Canal was opened to
Israel for non-military shipping.

In carrying out his wide-ranging and comprehensive foreign
policy, the President has, in other areas:

* Brought our alliance relations to their greatest
health and solidarity in decades. We now coordinate
closely in economic areas, as at the Rambouillet
Summit, and on energy matters, as in the International
Energy Agency. The President has led the NATO Alli-
ance in the development of positions for the Mutual
and Balanced Force Reduction Talks with the Soviet
Union and the Warsaw Pact Allies, and he has worked
for the standardization and more efficient use of
defense resources within the Alliance;
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Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463. <&,



3/5/76

Foreign Relations - 3

* Underscored our commitments to our Asian allies,
Australia, Korea, New Zealand, Indonesia, and, in
the first visit of an American President to that
country, to Japan; and
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Continued to seek better understanding and coopera-
tion with the world's most populous nation. In a
visit to the People's Republic of China in December
1975, President Ford had significant, useful, and
constructive discussions with China's leaders and
reaffirmed the durability of this historic new re-
lationship.

President Ford fully recognizes the responsibility that ac-
companies American economic power. He has committed his
Administration to policies which will bring about an improv-
ed international economy and stable growth serving the inter-
ests of America and the world. Stable economic growth is
critical to solving the problems of the developing world

and President Ford has taken concrete steps to ensure that

our country plays a constructive leadership role in meet-
ing these challenges:

* At the UN Special Assembly, the U.S. set forth
comprehensive proposals in food, trade and raw
materials.

The Paris Conference on International Economic
Cooperation brought together the industrial,
developing and oil producing nations to strength-
en economic and energy arrangements for the mutual
benefit of all.

* At the World Food Conference in Rome, the United
States pledged to meet 60 percent of the world food

aid target to ensure the basic needs of the poorest
nations.

The pursuit of peace requires decisive action. When the Cam-
bodians illegally seized the U.S.S. Mayaguez, President Ford
ordered, and personally directed, the recovery of the ship
and its crew by U.S. Marines. The right of innocent passage
on the open sea was upheld by President Ford's assured, firm
response to the situation.

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our
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President Ford's pursuit of peace has been based on a
realistic understanding of world affairs and a commitment
to a strong national defense. The President has pledged
to maintain a national defense second to none, and to
modernize and upgrade our capabilities. He has

* Proposed a real increase of $7.4 billion for
the fiscal year 1977 defense budget.

* Continued development of the modern B-1 inter-
continental bomber and the Trident strategic
submarine;

* Streamlined our conventional combat strength
by shifting personnel to combat functions; and

* Continued the technical modernization of our
land forces, new ship construction, and moderniza-
tion for our Naval forces.

Without question, President Ford has built a solid record
of achievement in foreign affairs:

* QOur volunteer military forces are strong and ready.

* Qur principal diplomatic and military alliances
are solid,

Ly

America has launched a serious dialogue between
the industrial and non-industrial world,

* A lasting Middle East peace agreement is possible,
* Sino-American relations are improving,

* And most importantly, America is at peace.

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our
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CUBA

"The action by the Cuban government in sending
combat forces to Angola destroys any opportunity
for improvement in relations with the United
States. They (Cuba) have made a choice which...
has precluded any improvement in relations with
Cuba."”

Over the last several years, the United States has been ex-
ploring the possibility of improving our relations with
Cuba, in accordance with the changing policy of the Organi-
zation of American States in lifting its trade ban against
Cuba. But Cuban intervention in Angola has, in the Presi-
dent's own words "'ruled out" any possibility of improvements
or of working with them. President Ford reaffirmed his
view in a recent visit to Orlando, Florida:

"Let me say categorically and emphatically, the
United States will have nothing to do with Castro's
Cuba.”

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Moshacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our
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MIDDLE EAST

President Ford believes that peace in the Middle East is a
matter not only of preference, but of vital national interest
-- because of our historical friendship with the 150 million
people of the Arab world and our moral commitment to the sur-
vival and security of Israel -- and also because the economic
repercussions of an upheaval in the Middle East could disrupt
the world's economic recovery, undermining living standards
in all of the industrial nations and the hopes of the devel-
oping world. In addition, perpetual conflict in the Middle
East could strain our ties with our most important allies in
Europe and Japan and increase the danger of direct U.S. -
Soviet involvement with its risk of nuclear confrontation.

Because President Ford believes that this nation can make a
decisive contribution to world peace, he has:

* Consulted with Prime Minister Rabin of Israel,
President Sadat of Egypt, King Hussein of Jordan,
and Syrian Deputy Prime Minister Khaddam, to
bring about the September Sinai agreement between
Egypt and Israel, and made advances in the cause
of peace that are unprecedented in 30 years of
hostilities.

* Directed the Secretary of State to intensify the
effort to bring a just, lasting and comprehensive
settlement to the Arab-Israeli contlict and to
undertake a series of missions to the Middle East
to pursue a second-stage agreement in the Sinai,
working towards an overall peace settlement.

*# 1Initiated a strong effort to bring about new and
more durable economic arrangements with countries
of the Middle East, to serve the interests of both
producers and consumers of oil.

Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for pm‘chace from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C.

0463.
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THE PANAMA CANAL

Every President since Franklin Roosevelt has recognized a
need to modernize our relationship with Panama concerning
the Canal. President Ford believes that modernization is
possible, and his Administration is discussing with Panama
the possibility of arriving at such a treaty relationship.
The goal of these negotiations is to reach an agreement
which will accomodate the needs of both the United States
and Panama, while protecting our basic interests in defense

and operation of the Canal. The President will not propose

to the Congress any agreement with Panama that will not
protect our vital national interests.

"We will absolutely insist that our interests
and the defense of the Canal and of the use of
the Canal be maintained. That is why the nego-
tiations have been going on so long under five
Presidents and why there is no settlement of
the issues right now..."

President Gerald R. Ford
February 18, 1976

N
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MARCH 5, 1876

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
(Peoria, Illinois)

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AND
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
AT THE
EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN FORUM

BRADLEY UNIVERSITY

8:20 P.M., CST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much Dr.
Abegg, Congressman Bob Michel, Congressman Tom Railsback,
Congressman Ed Madigan, my outstanding Secretary of
Agriculture, Earl Butz, Mayor Carver, friénds of the
Everett McKinley Dirksen chair, students, faculty and
guests of Bradley University:

At the outset, let me say I don't think we
would have scheduled this tonight if I had known that
Chet Walker was being honored last night. I probably
would have been here last night if I could have because
I am a great fan of his, and I am a great fan of all that
Bradley University stands for in the field of basketball,
as well as academic standing, and I congratulate you, and
I am darn glad and lucky to be the recipient:. of the Everett
McKinley Dirksen honorary chair here tonight. I thank you
very, very much,

Bob Michel was much too generous and far too
kind, but it is nice to hear in 1976 -~- and I thank
Bob for not only ‘his kind words but his long friendship,
and I could reciprocate in kind for the outstanding job

that he does for all of you in the Congress of the United
States.

Obviously, it is a great pleasure and privilege
and a very high honor for me to be here tonight, not only
in Bradley but in the City of Peoria, and I thank Mayor
Carver for his warn and very kind reception at the airport.

I have been here, yes, back in 1949, but I have
been here subsequent to that, and I am impressed with
your people, your administration, and the objectives and
the kind of morale that you have here in Peoria. You set
a high standard for other communities around the country.

MORE
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The trustees of this university have been
very kind and honored me in a very personal way with
an honorary appointment to the Everett McKinley Dirksen
chair of Government and public affairs, and I am deeply
honored because Everett Dirksen was one of the finest
public servants I have ever known, and history will
record him as one of the most gifted and beloved men
ever to serve in the Congress of the United States.

Ev and I became especially close during the
years when he served as the Republican leader in the
United States Senate, and I was.his counterpart in the
House of Representatives. Ev Dirksen was more than a
statesman, more than a master of legislative process,
more than a never-to-be-forgotten speaker.

I knew him as a good friend, a wise counsellor
and an inspiring teacher. He taught usoe of his most
unforgettable lessons on the memorable day in 1963 when the
Senate was debating ratification of the nuclear test ban
treaty.

Speaking in support of that treaty, Senator
Dirksen said, and Iquote, "Under the circumstances,
with bigger and more destructive weapons being built all
the time, with armament, burdens upon every country in
the world, unless we take a step in the whole domain of
faith, what will be left except gloom and defeatism
against the day when some careless person will pull the
trigger?"

Everett Dirksen knew that somehow the peace of
the world must be made more secure, that if men had
made the world more dangerous, men could also make it safe
and had an obligation to make that effort., Twice in this
century the whole world has gone to war. Twice the United
States has joined the global struggle, believing with
Woodrow Wilson that "the right is more precious than peace"
and agreeing with Franklin Delanc Roosevelt that"we are
willing to fight to maintain freedom."

Twice more we have honored our commitments to
individual nations where peace was broken by acts of
naked aggression and by armies bent on de¢struction, terror
and conquest. America has seen too much of war in the
20th century, too much of suffering and dying on blood~
stained fields of battle. '

We cherished the peace that America enjoys, the

peace that finds no Americans in combat anywhere in the
world tonight.

MORE
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Yet, we know that the freedoms we have defended
so often are being challenged today. We know that our
strength, our power, our constant vigilance and our resolve
are the foundation of mankind's hope for peace and
stability in the world,

If we should ever relinquish that role, if our
contribution to peace should be diminished by our own
weakness, the consequences could be severe and tragic for
the whole world.

For this reason, the United 8tates must pursue
a policy of peace through strength., That is the policy
which my Administration will always pursue,

In the last 19 months, I have taken affirmative
action to insure that America's alliances are strong, our
commitments are worthwhile and our defenses are without
equal in the world.

In my Presidency, I have proposed the two largest
peacetime defense budgets in American history as the best
assurance of deterring aggression and maintaining our own
national security. There are some very sincere, very
thoughtful, and very patriotic Americans who believe
these defense proposals take too much of our financial
resources. |

Take them away from domestic programs supported
by the Federal Government and I respect that view. But,
we must remember that the foundation for all of these
domestic programs, the basic premise upon which they all
depend is that the United States will continue as a
free, independent and secure nation. That must be our
highest priority, and in this Administration it is.

Beyond securing our own independence, America's
defensive strength by the very fact of its existence
enables us to deter aggression in many parts of the
world, and that strength makes it possible for us to
negotiate for peaceful progress from a pesition that
commands respect and invites cooperation,

Because both sides of the Middle East conflict
respect our strength, our word and our commitment to
a just and lasting peace we have won the role of a peace-
maker in that very strategic and very volatile part of the
world.,

Our aim is to make peace secure throughout the
world. We are conducting our foreign policy with our
eyes open, our guard up and our powder dry. We know that
peace and national security cannot be pursued on a one=-
way street, but we also know that returning to a collision
course in a thermal nuclear age can leave the human race
in ashes.

MORE
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I will not lead the American people down the
road to needless danger and senseless destruction.
I will lead them on thepath of peace through strength,
and we will live in peace and freedom in the United
States of America.

It is our duty and our great opportunity to
make the most of the peace and freedom we enjoy in
America today. Let us show ourselves worthy of the
price we have paid for them in blood, in sacrifice and in
treasure,

Let us take more seriously and more personally
our precious right of free political expression in this
election year. Let us set ambitious goals for the future
of our country and work hard and work together to achieve
those goals.

Let us strive to secure the blessings of liberty
for ourselves and our posterity and stand tall and strong
and free among the nations of the world.

Let us make certain that the cause of freedom
has no better friend, no stronger ally than the United
States of America, and let us resolve,as the greatest
son of Illinois did a century ago, that "the Government
of the people, by the people and for the people shall
not perish from the earth.”

I thank you, and now I will be delighted to
answer any questions.,

MORE
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QUESTION: Mr, President, I am from Godfrey,
Illinois, and a student from Bradley University.

Many economists today feel that the country's
economic problems are caused, to a large degree, by cost
inflationary pressures rather than the more traditional
demand poll pressures. In this context, what are your plans,
if any, to break up the monopolistic tendencies of big
business and big labor and their price fixing abilities
which tend to interfere with the efficient operation of the
market.

THE PRESIDENT: About a year ago I appointed an
outstanding person to be our Attorney General who was an
expert in antitrust actions., Ed Levi of the University
of Chicago served as an Assistant Attorney General
in the Antitrust Division some 15 or 20 years ago. He
is acknowledged as an expert in antitrust matters.

At his request I have added to the number of
antitrust lawyers in the Attorney General's Office. I can
assure you that under his leadership there will be active,
affirmative action taken to operate under the laws of the
United States in antitrust actions.

In addition, about a year ago I submitted to the
Congress legislation that would add to the penalties in
dollars, in criminal action, those who violate our antitrust
laws. It seems to me that through this kind of action we
can make certain,in the business world at least, that there
will be a proper governmental role in making an environment
where free enterprise can operate without a monopolistic
development.

In the field of labor, I have been condemned and
complimented for the fact that I vetoed the common situs
picketing bill, which had some ramifications involved in this
overall area. The strength of our free enterprise system
depends upon competition. We can't have big business,
big labor, or big Government, I might add, dominating our
econonmy.

QUESTION: Thank you, Mr, President,

QUESTION: Mr. President, I am a student at Bradley
University from Spring Valley, New York. In an announcement
made two days ago the Air Force informed Bradley University
that our Air Force Reserve Officers Training Corps training
program will be closed down effective in the spring of 1977.
For the past 27 years, through thick and thin, Bradley
has supplied the Air Force with highly qualified personnel.
The loss of this program will cause Bradley approximately
a quarter of a million dollars annually.
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In your opinion, Mr. President, is it possible for
the Air Force to justify this action as a suitable reward
for Bradley University's continuing support for over a
quarter of a century?

THE PRESIDENT: Based on what you have told me,
I am disgusted with the action of the United States Air Force.
Quite frankly, it is incomprehensible and we will do our
darndest to rectify the error and I will let Dr. Abegg
know, I just don't understand it. It sounds ridiculous,

QUESTION: Thank you very much, Mr, President.

QUESTION: Good evening, Mr. President. I am
from Ridgewood, New Jersey, and also a student here at Bradley
University. Recently, Mayor Young of Detroit made statements
expressing not only his city's fears but also those of
Philadelphia, San Francisco and several other major cities
concerning their somewhat suspect present financial stability
and that of the future and also the ability to continue to
provide for the necessary public services.

Has your Administration formulated a program to
help prevent fiscal crises in other cities besides
New York prior to that crisis, or if not, will the tacties
or methods used in New York's fiscal crisis also be used
in other cities?

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, my Administration has
strongly supported the general revenue sharing program which
gives to our States and to cities and to other local units
of Government about $6 billion a year which, in effect, is
free for those cities to utilize as they see fit for whatever
programs or policies that they determine at the local level.

That is a good program. I fully support it and,
in addition, we have many other categorical grant programs
that go to State or local units of Government., It seems
to me, having been somewhat closely associated with the
conflicts involved in the City of New York, that communities
around the country have to learn that they have to manage
their fiscal affairs in a responsible way.

We found that New York City, not for one year, but
for a period of time, had not handled its finances very
responsibly and the net result was they found that their
expenditures, their receipts, were in bad shape, that
their cash flow problem was disastrous. I don't think we
can permit other cities to expect that the Federal Government
is going to bail them all out, because we aren't., If we
can't establish responsibility at the local level and at
the State level and at the Federal levels,we could go down the
same disastrous path that some other countries, friends of
ours, have gone down for the last 20 years, and as far as
I am concerned, we are not going to permit it, locally,
statewide or nationally.

QUESTION: Thank you, Mr, President.
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